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anyone with it who disturbs our joy/ and he contrasted
their intimate communion of deep friendship with the
pretentious glitter of Court functions. How it made him
suffer to think that ' the social abyss between us, bridged
by our friendship, must inevitably widen more and more
when the Imperial Crown is on your head,' and he signed
himself e in unchangeable affection and faith/

This tie was far the most intimate the Prince William
had ever formed with any human being, and he did not
permit the social abyss to widen when he became
Emperor. He drank brotherhood with his friend, he
addressed him with a kinsman's * Du,J and he allowed

* my bosom friend Philip Eulenburg, the only one I have,'
a freedom of speech and an immunity from his appalling
practical  jokes   which   he   granted   to   no   other.    He
regarded him as his good genius, and telegraphed to him:

* May your person, with its striving after ideals, always
be preserved to fortify my strivings.5    He respected as
well as loved him:   and indeed Eulenburg was very far
from being only the yodelling troubadour which Kladdera-
datsch   represented   him.    He   was   an   extremely   able
diplomatist, and his devotion to his young friend, though
probably  reinforced  by  the  sense  that  it  earned  him
large dividends in power and influence, would appear to
have been quite genuine, and he often used the Emperor's
affection for him to admirable purpose.    He gave him
good advice, he warned him with great tact to be more
sparing of his  God-given eloquence in public speeches
which  often  had  so   deplorable   an   effect.     ' If your
Majesty/ he wrote to him, ' would be more economical
of such  a  gift,   it  would  be  a  hundred  times  more
efficacious/    When the Emperor wrote his name in the

*  Golden Book ' at Munich, and appended the bombastic